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THE  FLAGS  OF  raSBDOM  ** 

There's  much  to  be  gained  by  reminding  the  good  American  people  every 
once  in  a  while  that  they're  not  fighting  this  war  single-handed.  We  fall 
too  easily  into  the  habit  of  bandying  the  term  "United  Nations"  around,  not 
knowing  just  vThat  the  roll  call  of  the  United  Nations  represents.  We  forget 
that  Russia  and  England  and  Yugoslavia  are  more  than  names  that  contribute 
to  the  day's  news  and  that  America  is  not  the  only  colossxis  in  the  world. 

To  offset  this  international  astigmatism.  President  Roosevolt  has  pro- 
claimed June  14  as  a  day  to  honor  all  of  the  United  Nations*  Not  a  holiday, 
because  we  have  no  time  right  now  for  holidays.   In  quieter  years,  as  you 
should  know,  June  14  was  observed  here  and  there  as  Flag  Day.  But  in  this 
disquieting  year.  Flag  Day  moans  quite  a  bit  more  than  rod  numerals  on  the 
calendar  or  special  exercises  in  grade  school  auditoriums.   The  American 
flag  is  teaming  up  with  a  lot  of  other  flags  -  25  of  them,  to  bo  precise  - 
on  a  globe-gripping  front  that  is  established  not  so  much  by  geography  as 
by  the  individual  ideals  and  the  greed  of  the  people  who  oppose  us. 

WliAT  "ffE'-.CAN  DO  •.*'*">"■  >.  ■■ 

Here's  radio's  chance  to  ram  homo  a  fuller  understanding  of  what  the 
United  Nations  are,  and  what  the  United  Nations  fight  for.  Special  shows, 
salutes,  music  of  our  allios,  dramatizations  of  the  freedom  fight  around  the 
world,  the  basic  need  for  solidarity  and  understanding  -  those  are  the  tools 
broadcasting  can  use  in  the  full  observance  of  Flag  Day. 

Tho  OFF  has  asked  us  to  point  out  a  fc^.v  salient  ideas  that  you  can  use 
as  a  framework  for  programs.  First  of  all,  each  United  Nation  is  fighting 
against  the  same  things  -  against  brutality,  literal  slavery  and  inter- 
national gangsterism.  Every  United  Nation  is  fighting  for  the  same  things  - 
for  freedom  to  live  a  life  governed  by  equality  and  decency  and  for  a  finer 
post-war  world.  The  United  Nations  combined  are  the  only  force  that  can  end 
this  war  and  win  the  peace  -  no  single  country  can  achieve  it  alone.   They 
must  fight  together,  and  their  citizens  must  bevmre  of  Axis  propaganda  that 
would  split  their  unity  with  distrust  and  dissatisfaction.   The  oxistenoo 
of  tho  United  Nations  assures  victory  because,  joined  together,  our  26 
countries  have  the  greatest  manpower,  resources  and  fighting  ability  on 

this  planet. 

* 

For  your  informjition  and  aid  in  shaping  special  Flag  Day  broadcasts, 
those  are  the  Allios  who  signed  a  joint  declaration  in  Washington  on 
January  1,  1942:-  Tho  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Russia,  China, 
Australia,  Belgium,  Canada,  Luxembourg,  Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  Nicaragua, 
Nori/vay,  Panama,  Poland,  Costa  Rica,  Cuba,  Czechoslovakia,  El  Salvador,  Greece, 
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Guatemala,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Dominican  Republic,  India,  South  Mrica  and 
Yugoslovakia» 

A  LISTENER  SPEAI^S  ** 

By  devious  channels  there  comes  to  us  a  letter  that  represents  the  voice 
of  the  listener.  It  represents  an  intelligent  reaction  to  broadcasting's 
barrage  and  an  effort  to  improve  our  technique.   The  letter,  postmarked 
Gallatin,  Tennesseo,  speaks  vigorously  for  itself ••• 

"In  viov;  of  the  fact  that  there  is  still  a  need  for  metals  and  other 
scrap,  I  believe  the  radio  can  do  much  to  relieve  this  shortage.   In  the 
community  where  I  live,  most  of  the  farms  are  as  yot  untouched  by  the  drives 
for  metal.   The  majority  of  the  families  take  no  daily  paper.   They  are  not 
mentally  equipped  to  understand  the  references  to  motal  shortages  that  they 
hear  on  the  radio.  Many  gullies  arc  filled  with  metal  scrap.  Several 
persons  have  promised  me  to  collect  tlio  scrap  on  their  f an;is .  But  I  can 
reach  only  a  very  few.  You  can  reach  practically  all  of  them..  Make  your 
campaign  as  intensive  as  the  drive  for  buying  defense  stamps.  Make  it  as 
simple  as  if  you  wore  dealing  with  children.   In  many  cases  it  vrill  be  the 
children  who  respond.  Farmers  are  too  busy.  Urge  the  necessity  of  getting 
up  scrap  now.  Farmers  are  inclined  to  do  the  most  pressing  job  first.  And 
keep  at  it  I  Farmers  can  listen  to  the  radio  only  a  small  part  of  each  day. 
Farmers'  Virives  go  about  their  'vvork  while  the  radio  runs. 

"The  drive  must  bo  so  simple  and  plain  that  it  catches  their  attention 
oven  while  they  clean  up  the  children,  v/ash  dishes,  etc.   It  must  be  simple 
enough  for  people  vfith  no  education  to  understand  and  tell  to  the  neighbor 
who  has  no  radio.   If  you  can  do  this,  I  truly  believe  you  v/ill  got  metal. 
I  know  there  is  still  metal  to  be  gotten  from,  fo.rms." 

HOW'S  YOnit  AIM?  .*♦ 

Aside  from  the  scrap  metal  drive,  this  brings  up  another  very  frank 
problem.   Just  v/here  arc  you  shooting  your  arrov/s?  Radio's  messages  must 
be  scaled  for  all  levels  of  intelligence  and  com.prchcnsion,  and  it's  not 
just  a  m.atter  of  using  ono-syllablo  words,  either.  Vife  have  no  desire  at 
this  particular  point  to  get  enmeshed  in  that  fiercely-fought  debate  about 
the  mental  ago  of  the  average  radio  listener.  We  don't  know  whether  it's 
twelve  years  or  thirty  years.  Your  best  way  to  get  results,  regardless, 
is  to  aim  at  the  heart  instead  of  the  head.  Vi/'ords  alone  don't  v/ork  so  well. 
Put  it  in  pictures  vdth  dramatized  anecdotes,  case  histories,  straight- 
fonvard  appeal  and  simple  explanation.   This  can  bring  everybody  into  cam.p, 
and  It's  a  pretty  general  rule  that  vrtien  you'vo  won  the  average  intelligence 
over  to  some  particular  campaign  or  appeal  it  has  the  enthusiasm  and  push 
of  a  medium-sized  tank. 

Radio  has  been  accused  of  aiming  too  great  a  percentage  of  its  messages 
a  trifle  too  high,  of  com.posing  too  many  super-whopper  shows  that  appeal 
only  to  the  so-called  thinking  class.  Maybe  soj  maybe  no.  Vfe're  not  taking 
sides.   It  does  seem,  however,  that  to  win  this  v;ar  handily,  all  classes 
must  be  made  to  think.  Some  of  thon  merely  start  thinking  easier  than 
others.   To  get  all  co-operating  full  tilt  with  the  war  effort,  you'll  just 
have  to  got  in  and  dig  so  much  harder. 
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In  other  words,  it's  a  big  target  that  radio  boinbards  t  Don't  shoot 
all  your  arrows  at  the  soimo  part  of  it* 

IT  COIES  TO  OUR  ATTENTION  *♦ 

War  may  change  a  great  many  things,  but  it  certainly  doesn't  make  a 
very  doop  dent  in  human  nature.  Some  people  still  tolce  the  easiest  way 
out,  particularly  when  they  think  nobody's  lookingt  Radio  men,  contrary  to 
what  you  may  hear  elsewhere,  are  people t  And  when  a  mimeographed  script 
calling  for  two  or  more  voices  reaches  many  a  program  director's  desk,  he's 
just  as  likely  to  toss  it  into  the  v/astebaskot  rather  than  take  the  time 
to  have  extra  copies  made* 

We  can't  put  all  the  Ijlame  for  this  on  the  program  director*  Everything 
except  the  Society  of  Indigenous  Wildflower  Lovers  is  asking  for  free  time 
these  days,  and  unless  a  script  comes  from  a  really  important  source  it  seems 
like  an  imposition  to  expect  that  the  station  will  make  extra  copies  for 
everyone  on  the  shov/»  Jon  Arthur,  program  director  of  ^/Vliffi,  Fairmont,  W.  Va., 
puts  it  quite  plainly  in  a  letter  to  the  BVC,  Says  ho » 

"It  might  be  that  a  lot  of  good  scripts  that  uso  fevo  or  more  voices 
are  being  tossed  out  by  program  directors  simply  because  facilities  or 
time  on  the  staff's  part  do  not  permt  additional  copies  to  be  made*  Rather 
than  tear  his  hair  trying  to  find  a  stone  with  enough  time  to  mimeo  or  carbon 
extra  copies  of  government  agency  scripts,  the  program  director  just  tosses 
it  aside  and  vraits  for  an  ET  that  virill  eliminate  the  extra  work. 

"I  think  it  might  be  remedied  by  the  different  agencies  making  sure 
that  enough  copies  are  mAiled  in  the  first  place.  Or,  if  the  production  is 
planned  far  enough  in  advance,  a  card  might  be  included  v;ith  the  original 
which  could  bo  mailed  back  to  the  agency  stating  that  the  program,  will  be 
used  and  &o«and-so  many  extra  copies  are  desired." 

It's  a  good  idea.  We  suspect  quite  a  few  shows  have  been  sidetracked 
or  waste <»basketed  because  stations  weren't  adequately  supplied  with 
scripts  and,  while  we  don't  approve  of  a  tako-the-oasy*vmy  attitude j  the 
BVC  is  still  passing  this  suggestion  along  to  all  governmental  agencies  for 
their  oonsiderationt 


ANOTHER  RUSjI  ORDER 


** 


Probably  one  of  the  severest  and  least  recognized  shortages  in  this 
nation  is  the  lack  of  a  product  for  which  America  has  raw  material  aplenty. 
It'3  a  product  that's  essential  not  only  in  the  armed  forces  but  at  home 
in  the  factories  and  the  community.  America  is  facing  an  acute  and  dangerous 
shortage  of  trained,  capable  nurses » 

There's  a  campaign  on  now,  backed  by  the  Federal  Security  Agency,  urging 
young  girls  to  study  nursing  and  qualify  for  the  many  vacancies  that  have 
occurred  in  this  vital  profession.  Time  is  important.  Trained  nurses  can't 
be  created  vri.thout  extensive  instruction  and  practical  experience.  And  today 
the  experienced  ones  are  departing  their  civilian  posts  for  work  with  the 
Army  and  Navy.  Somehow,  the  gaps  must  be  filled  in  community  hospitals,  in 
the  medical  departments  of  war  plants,  in  clinics  and  institutions -besides 
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neoting  all  present  and  future  needs  of  our  growing  arned  forces* 

So  serious  is  the  problem  that  the  OFF  has  incorporated  this  campaign 
for  more  nurses  into  its  network  allocation  plan,  beginning  May  25.  On  the 
Radio  War  Guide  it's  being  given  a  doublc-A  priority  -  vrhich  is  the  same 
thing  as  a  motorcycle  escort.  "At  the  moment,"  declares  the  OFF,  "this  is 
one  of  the  most  important  needs  of  the  country*" 

Local  stations  should  knov/  by  now  how  to  co-operate  with  a  drive  of  this 
type.  Build  up  the  value  and  rewards  of  a  career  in  nursing.  Point  out  that 
hero  is  a  chance  for  women  to  serve  their  country  in  a  way  that  transcends 
all  others,  that  nursing  has  a  gallant  and  honored  history  -  and,  contrary 
to  most  war  v/ork,  here  is  a  profession  of  mercy  and  help  instead  of  ruthless 
destruction.  Wo  suggest  you  give  it  all  you  can,  and  fast. 

THE  CASE  OF  CORREGIDOR  ** 

If  you  have  an  ear  to  the  ground  -  and  it's  our  opinion  that  broadcast 
stations  should  bo  the  pulse-takers  of  their  respective  communities  -  you  may 
have  encountered  occasional  and  disgruntled  grunts  among  the  public  asking: 
"If  America's  such  a  big  bruiser  of  a  nation,  why  didn't  v/e  got  help  to  tlio 
boys  at  Corregidor?" 

That's  storm  trooper  talk  -  strictly  from  Unter  dor  Linden.  It  shovxs, 
first  off,  an  utter  ignorance  about  the  facts  of  the  case.   It  reflects  a 
lack  of  faith  in  ourselves  and  our  allies.  It's  just  tailor-made  in  Berlin 
and  any  night  you  v/ant  to  eavesdrop  on  Germany,  you'll  hear  the  same 
question. 

We  thinlc  radio  has  an  obligation  to  drive  a  fat  sharp  spike  into  such 
whispers  by  presenting  the  fadts.  Your  news  cormTientators  and  analysts  can 
do  it.  There's  plenty  of  ammunition  available  to  answer  the  men  in  the  street 
who  thinlc  America  and  her  allies  are  stalling.  Corregidor  was  a  tough,  gloomy 
business.  We  under-estimated  the  Japs  and  our  military  m.en  admit  it.  They 
admitted  it  indirectly  in  that  joint  communique  of  the  Army  and  Wavy  vrhioh 
was  issued  last  vrcekend.  The  Asiatic  fleet  had  to  withdraxY  -  commonsense 
dictated  it.  The  men  of  Bataan  -  and  those  who  retreated  to  Corregidor  -  . 
vjore  hampered  by  non-combatants,  imd  the  Japanese  blockade  was  so  tight  that 
two  out  of  every  ships  which  tackled  it  went  to  the  bottom.  Help  was  im- 
possible, flatly  and  franlcly. 

We  think  the  part  of  the  Army-Navy  communique  dealing  Virith  Corregidor 
should  be  stressed  for  doubting,  worried  Americans.   If  you  don't  have  a 
copy,  ^^n-ite  us.   The  BVC  will  be  glad  to  supply  your  newsmen  with  the 
pertinent  paragraphs. 

THOSE  WE  SOMETIMES  FORGET  ** 

Fighting  a  war  -  regardless  of  what  Hollywood  says  -  is  a  groat  deal 
more  than  slicing  through  the  clouds  on  a  shiny-winged  pursuit  ship,  seeking 
out  the  enemy  like  Sir  Gawain  of  the  Round  Tabic.  There's  a  lot  of  downright 
mossiness  to  it,  and  xrc   all  appreciate  that.   But  somictimes  it's  ovon  messier 
than  we  think* 
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If  this:  war  has  produced  any  forgotten  horoos,  they're  certainly  in  the 
merchant  marine.  Nobody  gives  thorn  uniforms  or  equipment^  USO  entertainments 
or  publicity*  Nobody  knits  socks  for  thorn  or  writes  thorn  letters.   They 
die,  and  frequently,  in  hells  of  blazing  oil  and  in  sun-baked  lifeboats  that 
no  one  ever  knows  about i  But  they  go  to  sea  again  and  again,  they  v/ait  in 
tenseness  for  the  white  wake  of  torpedoes  agair^st  which  thoy  have  no  pro- 
tection. Wo  take  then  for  granted,  yet  the  merchant  marine  is  the  lifoblood 
and  the  lifeline  of  the  United  Nations. 

Stations  in  coastal  ports  can  do  a  great  deal  to  bolster  the  morale 
and  the  determination  of  those  m.on.  Up  to  nov/  they  have  had  little  enough 
attention.   Interviews  -  so  far  as  censorship  will  permit  -  on  their  work 
and  life  at  soa,  draraa,tizaticns  of 'their  adventures,  evaluation  of  their  im- 
portance to  the  welfare  of  the  United  Nations •  cause  -  all  those  add  up  to 
give  these  men  greater  pride  in  their  work  and  to  attract  more  recruits  for 
the  vital,  dangerous  ranks  of  the  merchant  marine.  Am.crica  is  building  the 
ships.  Radio  inust  help  find  tho  men  to  sail  them. 

NOTE  IN  PASSING  ** 

The  BVC  has  been  criticized  by  conservation-minded  critics  because 
those  ne^Yslctters  are  printed  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper.  There's  a  reason^ 
Tv>;o  reasons,  in  fact.  First  of  all,  this  is  rather  thin  paper  and  if  you 
use  the  back,  ink  soaks  through  so  that  both  sides  end  up  by  looking  like  a 
Chinese  road  map.  V^c  could  use  a  special  ink,  but  that's  unobtainable  be- 
cause the  Army,  Navy  and  sundry  official  groups  aro  using  it  all  up  in 
their  owxi   consoi'vation  efforts. 

It's  also  possible  to  use  a  thicker  paper,  but  that  doesn't  get  us 
anyv/here  cither.   The  extra  amount  of  paper  in  a  sheet  thick  enough  to  keep 
tho  in]<:  from  soaking  through  is  about  tv\'icc  as  much  as  we're  using  now. 
VHiich  brings  us  back  v/herc  v/e  started  from  -  and,  v/e  trust,  ansvrcrs  the 
questions  of  tho  curious.  VIe'ro  patriotic,  but  also  practical. 
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